
 

 

The Coupler September 2017 

  

THE COUPLER 

2

one of our own local young talents, Matthew 
Daley. Matt is from Gaithersburg, Maryland 
and currently resides in Potomac, Maryland. 

While studying with Dr. Larissa Devoda, 
Matthew received  his M.M. degree in piano 
from The University of Maryland in 2015. 
While working on his piano degrees he 
simultaneously studied organ with, among 
others, Dale Krider, William Neal and John 
Walker. 

His passion for music also includes voice, 
violin and viola. Matthew is currently 
organist at Sligo Seventh-Day Adventist 
Church and Colesville United Methodist 
Church. 

This fall, Mr. Daley has accepted a full 
scholarship to study organ at the Yale 
University Institute of Sacred Music with 
Thomas Murray. 

I first met Matthew back in June at our 
regional convention in Richmond and found 
him to be a delightful young man. I was 
fortunate enough to hear him in recital later 
on in July at Colesville United Methodist 
Church. For those of you who are not 
familiar with Mr. Daley, he impressed me as 
a formidable talent with a kind and gentle 
spirit. 

Keep your eyes and ears open for Matt as I 
suspect that he will be making quite an 
impression on the music world. 
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Greetings All! 

And welcome back to school! 

Yes, summer is quickly coming to an end 
and it is now time to start anew. Your 
executive board has had a busy summer 
working to prepare an exciting and eventful 
year of programs and activities for our 
members and friends. 

I would like to call your attention to our first 
event of the season; that being the 
installation of our newly elected officers. 
This year our installation service will be a 
dual chapter event shared with the Potomac 
chapter; the theme being a celebration of the 
500th anniversary of the Reformation. This 
promises to be an inspiring and educational 
event and I highly encourage you to 
seriously consider attending. Details about 
this and all of the upcoming chapter events 
can be found in this issue of the Coupler. 

As I remain on the theme of 'back to school' I 
would like to take a moment to congratulate 
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Continued from page 1 

From National Headquarters:  

As I mentioned in the July issue of the Coupler, the AGO came to a legal settlement with 
the FTC concerning the validity of our pay schedules and salary guidelines. All of the 
details concerning this settlement can be found in the recent issues of TAO and on the 
AGO website. 

In order for individual chapters to remain affiliated with our National office, we are 
required to sign and submit a compliance form.  

As your Co-Dean I did indeed sign such a form while at the regional convention in 
Richmond and personally handed it to our Executive Director, James Thomashower. This 
action allows DCAGO to be in full compliance and to remain in full association and 
affiliation with National Headquarters. If there is something in the published information 
that you do not understand or have questions about I will be happy to speak with you. 

Please keep member Pedro Hart in your thoughts and prayers as he continues to deal with 
his recent health challenges. 

Lastly, I look forward to seeing you all at our upcoming events and elsewhere. 

Irvin 

2

Welcome 
 

to new DC AGO Members 
Transfers In:  

 
 

Dr. Jonathan M. Gregoire   
 

Paul H. Byssainthe, Jr. 
 

Tanya Langlois   
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Monday, September 18 at 7:30 PM 
Celebration of the Reformation &  

Installation of Officers 
Lutheran Church of the Reformation 

Host Paul Leavitt 
with the Potomac Chapter 

See page 7 for more information 
 

Sunday, October 15 
Tri-Chapter Pipes Spectacular 

Eric Plutz, Princeton University Organist 
The Franciscan Monastery of the Holy Land  

Washington, DC  
 

Monday, November 6 
Morales at the Monastery 

The Choir of The Church of the Epiphany, DC 
The Franciscan Monastery of the Holy Land  

Washington, DC 
 

 January 2017 
Twelfth Night Service and Catered Dinner 

With members of the Potomac and NOVA Chapters  
All Saints Episcopal Church 

Chevy Chase, Maryland 
 

Monday, February 19, 2017  
Presidents' Day Organ Festival 

 
Saturday, April 7, 2017     

Road Trip to Longwood Gardens 
Kennett Square, Pennsylvania 

 

2017-2018 
DC AGO Chapter Schedule of Events DC AGO 

Board of Directors 

Co-Deans 
Irvin Peterson 

Christopher Betts 

Sub Dean 
Jeremy Filsell 

Secretary 
Kathleen Cooper 

Treasurer & Registrar 
Rob Church 

Hospitality Coordinator 
Irvin Peterson 

Education Coordinator 
Jan-Piet Knijff 

Historian 
Irv Lawless 

Membership Liaison & 
Facebook 

Joy-Leilani Garbutt 

Communications  
David K. Houston  

The Coupler 
A monthly newsletter  

published by the District 
of Columbia Chapter, 

American Guild of 
Organists 

 
David K. Houston, 

Editor 
 

To contact the DC AGO 
or for newsletter 

submissions: 
dcagochapter@gmail.com 
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Acoustic Design Services 
 

Acoustical Design Collaborative, Ltd specializes in 
ecclesiastical spaces where natural acoustics for music and 
unobtrusive amplified speech are essential for worship 
celebration. We have completed over 90 successful projects 
involving the following services: 
�

x Acoustic Measurements  
x Room Reverberation Enhancement 
x Audio/Visual Systems Design 
x Sound System Tuning & Optimization 
x Organ Space Planning 

 
We strive to provide our clients with professional advice 
based on prudent design criteria, cost-effective solutions, 
clear concise recommendations, open communication, all 
delivered in a timely manner. Please contact us to see how 
we can provide ‘heavenly sounds’ for your Sanctuary. 
 

 
ACOUSTICAL DESIGN 

 COLLABORATIVE, LTD 
7509 L’Hirondelle Club Road 

Ruxton, MD 21204-6418 
 

 410.821.5930   ��nts@akustx.com          www.akustx.com 

 

In honor of years of service to the 
American Guild of Organists 

 

DC Chapter AGO Life Members 

 

Blanche Curfman 
Nancy Dodge 

Robert Grogan 

Eileen Guenther 

Irv Lawless 

Kenneth Lowenberg 

Albert Russell 

Donald Sutherland 



 

 

The Coupler September 2017 

5 

Lewis & Hitchcock, Inc.
Pipe organ Builders since 1915

11561 Edmonston Rd, Beltsville, MD 20705
info@lhorgans.com        301-931-2374

As of April 2017 Lewis & Hitchcock and Lawless & Associates
have joined forces. We are now one company with twenty

employees, maintaining over 370 instruments from offices in
Beltsville, MD, Greencastle, PA and Richmond, VA.

Our 2017 projects include a major rebuild of the three manual, thirty-five rank 
Moller at First Evangelical Lutheran Church, Chambersburg, PA (including

releathering, console and relay upgrade, and tonal work); releathering at the
Monastery of the Visitation, Rockville, VA, St. James Episcopal Church,

Lewisburg, WV, and St. Paul Lutheran Church in Fayetteville, PA; rebuilding the
console at Culpeper Baptist Church, Culpeper, VA; rebuilding the Swell wind
chest at Evangelical Lutheran Church in Frederick, MD; and protecting several

organs during construction projects. 

We provide regular tuning and maintenance, emergency service and every type
of rebuilding project. We strive to offer service that is responsive, reliable

and reasonably priced. How may we be of assistance?

Beltsville:  301-931-2374
info@lhorgans.com

Greencastle: 717-593-0398 
office@lawlessorgan.com

Richmond: 804-762-4515
richmond@lhorgans.com
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This featured installation boasts a new
Viscount UNICO 500 organ driven by 
Physis® Technology, complete with 
a custom multi-channel sound system. 

Call us to Book a Demonstration Today!

888-439-8383  |  www.whiteselorgans.com

CONGRATULATIONS TO ST. FRANCIS DE SALES 
CATHOLIC CHURCH IN PURCELLVILLE, VA! 
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Members’ Events 
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Friday, September 8, 12:15 pm 
Organist David Lang 
Music at Midday @ National City 
Christian Church 
 
Friday, September 15, 12:15 pm 
Organist Mary Mozelle  
Music at Midday @ National City 
Christian Church 
 
Friday, September 22, 12:15 pm 
Organist Hans Uwe Hielscher 
Music at Midday @ National City 
Christian Church 
 

2

Saturday, September 23, 4 pm 
Organists Joy-Leilani Garbutt & Mark 
Willey 
Spencerville Evensong Concert Series 
Spencerville Seventh-day Adventist 
Church, Silver Spring 
 
Friday, September 29, 12:15 pm 
Organist Patrick Pope 
Music at Midday @ National City 
Christian Church 
 
Members are encouraged to submit recitals 
and concerts for public listing on the DC 
AGO website. Submit your event for web or 
newsletter listing to 
dcagochapter@gmail.com 

 
Your Attendance is Requested for the First Event of the Season  

 
The DC and Potomac chapters of the AGO invite you to join us for a Celebration of the 

Reformation in this 500th anniversary year. As this is our first chapter event for the fall, we will 
also be installing our new officers. Music for the service will feature organist Paul Leavitt and the 

choir of the Church of the Reformation. 
 
Come early and stay after for a reception with German refreshments. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to get to know your colleagues, renew connections with chapter members, and 
catch-up with friends.  
 
Event: Celebration of the Reformation with Installation of Officers 
Date:  Monday, September 18 
Time:  6:30 - 9:00 p.m. 
     6:30: Welcoming reception 
     7:30: Service 
     8:30: Post service social time 
Location: Lutheran Church of the Reformation, 212 East Capitol Street NE, Washington, DC 20003 
Parking/Transit:  
Residential parking opens at 6:30 p.m. on Mondays. 
The Capitol South (Blue/Orange) Metrorail station is the closest, and is a 4 block walk.  
Metrobus 32, 34, 36 and Circulator buses stop 2 blocks South at Independence Ave and 2nd St. SE 
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R. A. Daffer Church  Organs, Inc. is celebrating our 40th anniversary of serving the church  
community. Through the years, it has been our goal to provide the very highest level of quality and  

professionalism in the sale, installation and service of church organs.  Through our representation of 
Rodgers, Johannus, and Makin digital organs and Fratelli Ruffatti pipe organs, we offer a wide range of 

pricing and customization that can includes distinctively American,  European and English tonal schemes. 

R .  A .  D A F F E R  C H U R C H  O R G A N S ,  I N C . 
410-792-2252 |  www.dafferorgans.com 

Ken Brown | kbrown@dafferorgans.com | 410-340-7701 
Al Murrell | amurrell@dafferorgans.com | 443-812-5999 
David Lang | dlang@dafferorgans.com | 202-657-8345 

One Size Does Not Fit All
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The coupler 
District of Columbia Chapter 

The American Guild of Organists 

Promote your event, product, or cause with an advertisement in The Coupler, the official publication of the District of Columbia Chapter 

of the American Guild of Organists. Rates are as follows: full page, $25; half-page, $20; quarter page, $15. Please email advertising requests to 

dcagochapter@gmail.com with “The Coupler” in the subject field. 

Make checks payable to DC Chapter, American Guild of Organists.  

Music @ the Monastery 
Located on 42 acres, the Franciscan Monastery of the Holy Land is a beautiful architectural gem 
hidden in the northeast corner of Washington, D.C. Dedicated in 1898, the church is in the shape of 
a Jerusalem Cross in neo-Byzantine architectural style. The church and extensive contemplative 
gardens include full-size replicas of shrines from the Holy Land (the Franciscans have ministered 
there for 800 years), plus catacombs and a Lourdes Grotto. The monastery also has two hermitages 
for personal retreats. The Monastery's Lively-Fulcher pipe organ was built in 1998 and contains 
forty ranks of pipes over three manuals and pedal.  

Together with the Franciscan Monastery, the DC AGO is proud to support a series of community 
outreach musical events titled, "Music @ the Monastery". These events are free of charge and take 
place on the second Sunday of each month at 4pm, followed by a reception. All are welcome! 

 

2017 - 2018 Recitalists 
 September 10 Dudley Oakes (Shenandoah University) 
 October 8 Jeffrey Pannebaker (Saint Luke Lutheran Church, Silver Spring) 
 November 12 Chris Betts (Church of the Redeemer, Bethesda) 
 December 10 Russell Weismann (Saint Jane Frances de Chantal, Bethesda) 
 January 14 Jung Yeon Kim (Peabody Conservatory) 
 February 11 Samantha Scheff (University of Maryland) 
 March 11 Brass of Peace Ensemble (Sylvia Alimena, Director) with Lisa Galoci, organist 
 March 18  Commonwealth Brass and National Brass with Randall Sheets, organist 
 April 8  Carolyn Lamb Booth (Saint Ignatius of Loyola, Oxen Hill) 
 May 13 Carol Feather Martin (Trinity Presbyterian Church, Arlington) 
 


